
 
 

Guide to Dining in the Southern Highlands 
 
 Much has been written about the exceptional cuisine in the Southern Highlands from Southern 
Living to Gourmet Magazine.  Within a twenty five mile radius of Fire Mountain there are approximately 15 
mountain villages and communities located in the Southern Highlands.  The best of the cuisine of the 
Southern Appalachian Mountains in North America is located in the Southern Highlands.   
 

Our Guide to Dining in the Southern Highlands includes a comprehensive listing and 
description of all establishments that our guests have given us consistent and favorable feedback about.  
As you use this guide we would appreciate your feedback, as a guest at Fire Mountain, which will enable 
us to keep this guide updated and current.  We constantly add and delete establishments in the guide 
based on feedback from our guests and based on known openings and closings.  Therefore the guide is 
only as good as your feedback that comes as a result of your own personal experiences while visiting Fire 
Mountain here in the Southern Highlands. 

 
The guide does not attempt to provide hours of operation and the days of the week open or 

closed unless we know for sure.  Nor do we attempt to provide the months of the year the establishments 
are open unless we know for sure.  But we do provide a current number for contact and email or web 
address if available.  We also provide a short narrative in hopes it gives an accurate feel for the 
establishment.   

 
As our entire area is a resort area there are many establishments that are only open during the 

High Season months starting in April/May of each year and going through November/December.  Even in 
the Season months of January - March there are always establishments open in this guide from the top to 
the bottom of the food chain, just less of them.  There is a vibrant year around population here in the 
Southern Highlands which continues to evolve each year as more folks retire here instead of just 
continuing as part time second homers.  Also more and younger folks who were born in the area are 
staying in the area for college and remaining afterwards as a result of better opportunities created 
because of improving year round growth and activity.  Therefore the cuisine continues to evolve in the 
area with one result being more establishments for you to choose from year round.  

 
We suggest making reservations in advance of your arrival if you plan to dine under the Top-of-

the-Line Dining categories to make your dining experience more enjoyable.  Because of heavy demand 
during the High Season months and other demand holiday periods here in the mountains most Top-of-the-
Line restaurants will not have same day reservations available or, if they do, they may not have a 
reservation time that is desirable for you.  Please plan ahead and accordingly so you will not have to worry 
or be inconvenienced when you arrive.  You may book your reservations online through most Top-of-the-
Line restaurants web sites because they are connected to Open Table. 

 
This listing of establishments is by village or community broken down into more definitive 

categories where appropriate.  Gourmet prepared foods continue to be extremely popular, the providers 
continue to evolve and new places continue to open.  Stopping in and picking up a quick picnic or an 

entire meal to enjoy as you tour around or when you return back to Fire Mountain is being enjoyed by 
more and more guests each year.  There is top-notch food in the entire area.   Now when you are touring 
you will know where to stop for a great meal or a gourmet “quick fix” to take back to Fire Mountain. 

 
You can order mixed drinks, beer and wine at restaurants that have purchased a license to do so.  

Brown bagging is no longer permitted in restaurants serving mixed drinks.  Most places have nice to 
exceptional wine lists.  Therefore if you bring your own wine you will be charged a substantial corkage fee.  
Make sure that you clarify the areas that might apply to your party at the time of making dinner 
reservations so you will not be inconvenienced.  There are great wine selections at wine stores and many 
groceries in all areas.  Liquor is sold through ABC stores in NC and there is an ABC store in Highlands.  In 
Georgia liquor is sold in retail liquor stores. 

 
Most fine dining restaurants request that you call back the day of your reservation to confirm 

your reservation.  It is very important that you do this or you may find that you do not have a reservation.  
Nice casual is appropriate dress no matter where you go.  Mountain casual is another way to say it.  Prime 
time for fine dining is approximately 6 to 8 pm and all take reservations prior to and after these hours. 
 



Our Guide to Dining in the Southern Highlands includes the villages, communities and towns 
of Highlands, Cashiers, Glenville, Cullowhee, Sylvia, Dillsboro, Franklin, Otto, and Scaly Mountain, North 
Carolina along with Dillard, Mountain City, and Clayton, Georgia.  Fire Mountain sits within a 25 mile 
radius off all of these very unique places located in the Southern Highlands of Western North Carolina and 
Northeast Georgia. 
 
 
HIGHLANDS   28741             

 
We begin in the middle of the Southern Highlands in the little village of Highlands, North Carolina 

which boasts more fine dining per capita than any place on earth, according to the local Chamber of 
Commerce.  The scene becomes more varied each year.   

 
 

TOP-OF-THE-LINE DINING   ……………please make reservations prior to your arrival……………………… 
 
Reservations are requested at all of these establishments and for many reservations are required in order 
to secure a table…… 
 
 
Asia House                         828.787.1680 
Asian Fusion Restaurant.  Thai Specialties.  The Chef Specials are always exceptional.  Fresh sushi, 
sashimi, hibachi and noodle dishes. Open for lunch and dinner.  Located in Historic Helen’s Barn. 151 
Helen’s Barn Ave.  
 
Cyprus     www.cyprushighlands.com  828.526.4429 
Join Chef Nicholas Figel for International Cuisine.  Dining in a sophisticated open-kitchen environment.  An 
entirely new approach to dining in Highlands.  Full bar with an eclectic international wine list.  Professional 
and welcoming service team. Providing a true farm to table experience.  New menu each week. Second 
floor, 332 Main Street.  
 
El Azteca    www.elaztecahighlands.com 828.526.2244 

Authentic southern pacific Mexican cuisine. This is not your tex-mex restaurant.  Fresh ingredients 
prepared in the old world way. Rainforest Lounge with mojito and margarita bar.  Refreshing table wines 
and sangria.  Fabulous deserts.  Located in Highlands Plaza across from Bryson’s Grocery.  Call for winter 
hours.  70 Highlands Plaza.  Lunch & Dinner.  “You have never experienced Mexican cuisine like this!” 
  
 
Lakeside Restaurant   www.lakesiderestaurant.info  828.526.9419 
A casual and intimate restaurant with serious cuisine and dining in the continental tradition.  Fresh 
seafood as well as beef, veal, lamb, chicken and pasta entrees.  Generous portions, delicious flavors and a 
Wine Spectators Award of Excellence wine list.  An intimate and peaceful setting overlooking Harris Lake 
on Smallwood Avenue.  A warm welcome and a very enjoyable meal await you.  Dinner only. 
 
Madison’s Restaurant   www.oldedwardsinn.com   828.526.5477 
Award winning dining in relaxed elegance.  The AAA Four-Diamond Awarded Madison’s is known for some 
of the best dining in the Mountains of North Carolina. The Carolina High Country cuisine combines the 
freshest local and regional ingredients creatively fused with the classical techniques that are at once 
innovative yet familiar by Chef Johannes Klapdohr.  With an exceptional wine list, dining becomes a 
memorable experience.  Located in the Old Edwards Inn at 445 Main Street.  Breakfast / lunch & dinner. 
 
On the Verandah   www.ontheverandah.com  828.526.2338 
Contemporary American cuisine.  Highlands’ most scenic dining experience overlooking Lake Sequoyah. 
Entertainment at the piano bar starting each day at 4 pm serving small plates.  Serving dinner from 5:30 
pm & Sunday champagne brunch from 11 am with a Wine Spectator “Award of Excellence” wine list.  Full 
bar.  Out on Highway 64 West to Franklin about two miles from Main Street Highlands.    
 
Ristorante Paoletti’s   www.paolettis.com    828.526.4906 
Classic Northern Italian Cuisine.  An array of specialties complimented by an extensive Wine Spectators 
Award of Excellence wine list and full bar.  One of Highland’s most popular restaurants!  This year 
celebrating their 29rd Anniversary in Highlands!  Dinner nightly.  440 Main Street Highlands. 
 
Ruka’s Table        www.highlandsrestaurantgroup.net 828.526.3636 
Enjoy the culinary expertise of acclaimed Chef Justin Burdett in a casual but elegant atmosphere serving 
modern Southern cuisine. Open for both lunch and dinner.  Fine dining and a Full bar is available offering 
small plates from 11 a.m. till late night.  A wonderful spot for fireside dinning.  Lunch & Dinner.  Chef 
Justin Burdett nominated as a Top 10 Best New Chef in America by Food and Wine, voted into Best Chefs 
in America and competed and won on Food Networks “Chopped” in 2011. 
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Rustico at the Log Cabin  www.rusticohighlands.com  828.526.0999 
Fine Italian cuisine in an elegant and welcoming atmosphere. Indoor and outdoor dining is available. Full 
Bar. 130 Log Cabin Lane, Highlands.  
 
Wild Thyme Gourmet               www.wildthymegourmet.com 828.526.4035 
Eclectic, creative, contemporary and fascinating fare offered in an intimate and unique café atmosphere.  
Excellent cuisine by Master Chef Dindu Lama along with a Wine Spectator Award of Excellence wine 
selection.  Also you have the option of dining on the beautiful outside patio which is pet friendly!  Lunch & 
Dinner.  Located in the Town Square development on Main Street.  Full gourmet take-out menu available.   
 
Wolfgang’s Restaurant & Wine Bistro www.wolfgangs.net   828.526.3807 
Another Wine Spectators Award of Excellence wine list by internationally recognized Chef Wolfgang, 
former Executive Chef of the New Orleans Brennan Family’s Commander’s Palace.  Wolfgang invites you to 
dine in their Wine Bistro, outside or by the fireplace in the mountain atmosphere of one of Highlands’s 
most beautiful restaurants.  Featuring New Orleans specialties, aged steaks, veal, pastas.  Bistro opens at 
4pm with dinner nightly at Wolfgang’s starting at 5:30 pm.  474 Main Street Highlands.  
 
 
 
CASUAL             
 
 
Bistro on Main                www.mainstreet-inn.com   828.526.2590 

Main Street Inn is now serving their fabulous Breakfast Buffet to the public. They call it “The Highlight of 
Highlands”.  Also open for Lunch and Dinner with wonderful outside seating overlooking Main Street 
Highlands.  270 Main Street.  Call for winter hours. 
 
Bistro at Wolfgang’s   www.wolfgangs.net  828-526-3807 
Opening at 4pm for small plates and wine in a cozy, relaxed setting.  Outdoor seating available.  For chilly 
evenings, you may choose to sit inside by the stone fireplace.  474 Main Street.  
 
Brick Oven Pizza       828.526.4121 
Most say this is the best for pizza!  Open for lunch and dinner year round.  All dough made fresh daily.  
Pizza – Calzones – Salads.  Mountain Brook Center on Highway 64 East a few blocks from Main Street.  
423 North 4th Street. 
 
Fressers Eatery   www.fresserseateryhighlands.com  828.526.4188 
Chef Debbie Grossman and her staff welcome you to Fressers Eatery in Highlands.  Fressers is known for 
providing Highlands with fresh healthy, eclectic food.  Fine dining in a casual setting, the atmosphere is 
comfortable, the service is really good and the food is fabulous.  Highlands Village Square, 470 Oak Street 
behind Wolfgang’s on Main.  Serving Highlands since 1999. 
 
Highlands Smokehouse  www.highlandsrestaurantgroup.net  828.526.5000 
Offering BBQ pulled pork, ribs, and chicken all smoked on site. Accompanied by a delectable array of good 
ole southern side items.  Highlands Favorite Family Restaurant.  Lunch & Dinner.  595 Franklin Road (Hwy 
64W). Full Bar.  
 
Madison’s Wine Garden   www.oldedwardsinn.com   828.526.5477 
Al fresco dining at its best in Highlands!  Next door to Madison’s Restaurant at 445 Main Street.  
Wonderful atmosphere enveloped in flowering plants and trickling waterfalls right on Main Street 
Highlands.  Cuisine prepared by the Chef at Madison’s Restaurant which is adjacent.  Lunch / Dinner 
weather permitting.  
 
Pescado’s    www.pescado-highlands.us  828.526.9313 
Up on the 4th Street Hill offering a healthy fresh mex menu with homemade salsa’s and guacamole.  Large 
California style burritos, tacos and quesadillas.  “The fastest food in town.”  All menu items are made fresh 
to order.  Dine inside or outside or you may take out.  Lunch only. 
 
Pizza Place of Highlands      828.526.5660 
Serving homemade gourmet pizzas from scratch & calzones complimented with signature salads & 
dressings, hot sandwiches and subs.  Ravioli, spaghetti, mouffalata and soups.  On Main Street next to the 
Galax Theater Building open for lunch through dinner.  Dine in or carry out.  365 Main Street. 
   
 
Sweet Treats/Creekside Restaurant  www.sweetreats.com   828-526-9822   
Unique ice cream and yogurt emporium that also specializes in coffees, wonderful sandwiches, salads and 
soups.  Overlooking a beautiful creek with outside and inside dining available.  437 North 4th Street 
(Cashiers Road, Highway 64 East).  Now serving dinner entrees. 
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Sports Page   www.sportspagesandwichshoppe.com  828.526.3555 
Unique sandwich shop specializing in fresh sandwiches, delicious soups, scrumptious salads, loaded baked 
potatoes and mouth-watering deserts.  Check out the daily lunch specials!!!  314 Main Street. 
 
The Dog House    www.theuglydogpub.com   828-526-8364  
Casual Dining with Lunch Daily starting at 11:30am.  Beer & Wine.  Hamburgers & Fries along with 
Sandwiches & Specialty Salads.  Adjacent to The Ugly Dog Public House.  294 South Fourth Street. 
 
 
 
GOURMET TAKE-OUT & PICNIC    …………all establishments have front door parking 
 
Dusty’s         828.526.2762 
This gourmet boutique grocery and butchery is beyond an institution in this village.  Founder Dusty Senior 
and his family (Kitty and Little Dusty) have kept the families at Highlands Country Club going for 53 years.  
If you are a local resident you may still charge on a house account at this establishment.  They never send 
a bill.  You just know to stop by and settle you account every now and then.  They “cut the best steaks in 
town” and are the home of the famous “Dusty Dogs”.  Little Dusty is the man!  Lou runs the front and wife 
Kitty runs the back bakery and deli which provides the best salads made fresh daily in Highlands.  
Gourmet food products galore. The best of all places!  Truly vintage and the best surprise in Highlands!  
493 Dillard Road (NC 106) @ Highlands Country Club. 
 
Mountain Fresh Grocery & Wine Market  www.mountainfreshgrocery.com 828.526.2357 

Best homemade soups, grilled to order Angus burgers & chicken sandwiches and deli sandwiches in the 
village.  Gourmet hot dinners to go.  Grocery with the finest locally grown produce.  Homemade baked 
goods.  Top butchers.  Excellent wine selection.  They roast their own coffee beans.  Highlands favorite 
breakfast and lunch place.  Corner of Main and 5th Street. 
 
Rosewood Market       828.526.0383 
Delectable gourmet food to go!  You can walk in the door of this market and put your entire weekend 
together.  Picnics, gourmet dinners, wine, desserts, cheeses, pates, frozen prepared gourmet foods, just 
made “ready to take out the door” gourmet sandwiches.  Drive up to the front door and walk out in 
heaven.  Also the top caterer in Highlands!  Conveniently located at Main Street (117 Franklin Road) and 
the Dillard Road (NC 106). 
 
Brick Oven Pizza       828.526.4121 
Located in Mountain Brook Center a few blocks from Main Street on Highway 64 East.  Pizza, calzones and 
salads.  Great for take out year round.  423 North 4th Street. 
 
The Kitchen CarryAway & Catering www.thekitchenofhighlands.com    828.526.2110 
Holly ran Rosewood Market’s kitchen for four years after running the kitchen for Easy Way Out in Atlanta 
for eleven years.  Eleven years ago Holly became the most sought after personal chef in Highlands when 
she opened “Let Holly Do the Cooking”.  She works out of a spectacular commercial kitchen in the Peggy 
Crosby Center on 5th Street.  Her menu is stunning in its variety and range.  Pre-order or stop by The 
Kitchen for carryaway selections Wednesday through Saturday from Noon – 6 pm.  350 S. 5th Street. 
 
Wild Thyme Gourmet   www.wildthymegourmet.com  828.526.4035 
Gourmet treats and order to “take away”.  Some say “the most creative cuisine in Highlands”.  Located in 
Town Square development on Main Street.  Fabulous selections of retail wines and gourmet food products 
from around the world.  The best of the fine dining restaurants to order “take away” if you desire top 
notch cuisine for a take away lunch or dinner.  Great outdoor dining that is pet friendly! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
THE SCENE 
 
Buck’s Coffee Cafe       828.526.0020 
In the middle of the village on Main, this is a wonderful place for great coffee and a sweet along with 
eclectic art, a great outdoor garden and the best cookie’s in town, and it is open morning to night.  
Espresso, latte, cappuccino, wine, Paninis and of course desserts.  384 Main Street. 
 
Cyprus     www.cyprushighlands.com  828.526.4429 
Sophisticated international cuisine in a vibrant open kitchen environment.  Generous hours, full bar.  Live 
entertainment every Saturday night.  Call for starting time and act of the night!  490 Dillard Road. 
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Hummingbird Lounge @ Old Edwards Inn www.oldedwardsinn.com  866.526.8008 
For top-notch cocktails and light nibbles after a day of leisure or adventure, the Hummingbird Lounge and 
Piano Bar is the place to be. Live entertainment Friday and Saturday nights from 6 p.m. – 10 p.m. The 
entertainment includes Maestro on the piano from 6pm to 8pm and vocals and guitar by Cy Timmons from 
8pm to close. Entrance on Church Street or through the Old Edwards Inn Lobby on Main.  
 
Kilwin’s     www.kilwins.com   828.526.3788 
Highlands’s largest full time confectionery shop.  Hand-paddled fudge; ice cream and yogurt; old-
fashioned sodas, shakes and sundaes and other homemade candies.  370 Main Street, Highlands. 
 
Mountain Fresh Grill & Deli  www.mountainfreshgrocery.com  828-526-2400 
“The Place in Highlands” for grilled to order hamburgers and chicken sandwiches.  Double cooked French 
fries, wonderful deli sandwiches.  Warm up with organic beans roasted in house, then crafted into your 
favorite coffee drinks.  Pair with apple fritters, croissants, and muffins baked fresh every morning.  Open 
early every day on the corner of 5th and Main Street.  
 
Scudder’s Galleries       828.526.4111 
These folks have been conducting nightly auctions at 352 Main Street since 1976.  Some of the best 
nightly entertainment and fun in the village starting at 7:30 p.m. 
 
The Dugout Bar @ On the Verandah www.ontheverandah.com   828.526.2338 
A great place to kick back and relax with friends.  Make a night of it!  Fine wine, premium liquor and beer.  
Small plates and Tapas.  Open daily at 4pm. 

 
The Loafer’s Bench on Main Street 
Between the Stone Lantern and The Little Flower Shop.  This is where all the men hang out while the 
wives shop or vice versus.  A very historic site on Main Street Highlands.  No website nor phone.   
 
The Ugly Dog Public House  www.theuglydogpub.com   828.526.8364 
Highlands first Pub. Full bar and beers from around the world.  Serving Panini sandwiches, tapas, light 
snacks.  Open daily at 1pm until late.  The newest and most fun “hang out spot and bar” in Highlands.  
294 South Fourth Street, On the Hill.  
 
The Bascom Arts Center, The Highlands Playhouse, The Community Players, The Performing 
Arts Center, The Highlands/Cashiers Chamber Music Festival and many other events are offered 
during High Season which may be found in the events section of our website…  
 
 
 
OUR #1 PICK OF ALL / BEST BUTCHER, GROCERY, GOURMET PREPARED FOODS, BAKERY & DELI 
 
Dusty’s         828.526.2762 
This gourmet boutique grocery and butchery is beyond an institution in this village.  Founder Dusty Senior 
and his family (Kitty and Little Dusty) have kept the families at Highlands Country Club going for 53 years.  
If you are a local resident you may still charge on a house account at this establishment.  They never send 
a bill.  You just know to stop by and settle you account every now and then.  They “cut the best steaks in 
town” and are the home of the famous “Dusty Dogs”.  Little Dusty is the man!  Lou runs the front and wife 
Kitty runs the back bakery and deli which provides the best salads made fresh daily in Highlands.  
Gourmet food products galore. The best of all places!  Truly vintage and the best surprise in Highlands!  
493 Dillard Road (NC 106) @ Highlands Country Club. 
 
 
 
GROCERY / GRILL / DELI 
 
Mountain Fresh Fine Foods  www.mountainfreshgrocery.com  828.526.2357 
It is still quite amazing that a place like this still exists.  Just about anything that you could desire from a 
fresh roasted chicken taken off the skewer for you piping hot, to fresh prepared salads of all types, 
“prepared to order” deli sandwiches on fresh made bread, fresh produce, fresh seafood like sushi grade 
tuna, many unique gourmet items and every thing in between.  Two homemade soups daily that are 
beyond belief.  They make many wonderful baked goods right on the premises and also carry Annie’s 
homemade bread.  A homemade soup and sandwich from Mountain Fresh eaten a few blocks away at the 
Highlands Botanical Garden sitting next to Lake Ravenel is “simply the best”.  Great beer and wine 
selection and you may pre-order party trays.  Main Street @ 5th Street. 
 
Bryson’s Food Store       828.526.3775 
A much larger version of Mountain Fresh and at times it competes well.  If you can’t find it at Mountain 
Fresh you go to Bryson’s and vice versa.  The guestion is always where do you start first?  Located in 

Highlands Plaza next to the Highlands ABC Store (Liquor Store).  Locally owned and operated since 1977. 

http://www.oldedwardsinn.com/
http://www.kilwins.com/
http://www.mountainfreshgrocery.com/
http://www.ontheverandah.com/
http://www.theuglydogpub.com/
http://www.mountainfreshgrocery.com/


 
 
 
 
CASHIERS   28717 
 
The next village over to the East from Highlands.  Just 10 miles away with absolute breathtaking scenery 
between the two.  A non incorporated village with no zoning other than that required by Jackson County 
within which it is located.  Here liquor by the drink is allowed for some private clubs and restaurants.  The 
local vernacular is more free standing and contemporary and you are at lower elevations than those on 
the Highlands Plateau.  People from all over the world have homes here in this smaller village to the East. 
 
 
FINE DINING 
 
Canyon Kitchen    www.lonesomevalley.com   828-743-7967 
Open May through October.  Canyon Kitchen is located in the Jennings Barn at Lonesome Valley just east 
of Cashiers, NC just off of Highway 64 East.  Noted Chef John Fleer (formally of Blackberry Farm) opened 
this exceptional restaurant and dining experience on Memorial Day in 2010.  The garden on site provides 
the vegetables, fruits and wildflowers that are used in Chef Fleer’s innovative southern Appalachian 
creations in the spectacular setting of Lonesome Valley!  Dinner only.   2012 James Beard nominee! 
 
Horacio’s Restaurante       828.743.2792 

International Fine Cuisine for dinner only.  Reservations Required.  Located in Chestnut Square on 
Highway 64 East.  Fresh mountain flavors since 1994. 
 
The Brown Trout Mountain Grille www.browntroutgrille.com  828.877.3474 
Located East of Cashiers in Lake Toxaway, North Carolina and worth the additional 20 minute drive from 
Cashiers.  Mountain fresh cuisine serving wine and spirits.  Open 7 days a week but make sure you call 
ahead for winter hours and for “sometimes” very hard to get dinner reservations.  502 Blue Ridge Road. 
 
The Gamekeeper’s Tavern  www.thegamekeeperstavern.com  828.743.4263 
Located East of Cashiers in Sapphire, North Carolina and worth the additional 10 minute drive from 
Cashiers.  Serving dinner seven nights a week.  With its rustic mountain elegance and sophisticated casual 
style, the setting and ambiance at this restaurant will thrill even the most critical diners.  Antelope, elk, 
duck, pork, lamb and beef entrees out of this world.  They even have top notch sushi prepared Tuesday 
through Saturday.  Lounge opens at 4 pm, dining room at 5:30 pm.  3646 U.S. Highway 64 East 
 
The Library        828.743.5512 
Casual fine dining in beautiful Sapphire Valley.  Enjoy Chef Sean’s culinary creations in one of their 
attractive dining rooms, or relax in the bar and listen to the sound of Curtis and Bill on the piano.  Beer, 
wine and mixed drinks available.  Call for details, information and directions. 
 
The Orchard    www.theorchardcashiers.com  828.743.7614 
Fresh Mountain Fare.  Serving lunch and evening meals in an absolutely beautiful setting.  On Highway 
107 South across from the Methodist Church in the Cashiers Valley.  Set in a 100 year old farmhouse, the 
dining ambiance is rustic elegance with mountain charm.  905 Highway 107 South. 
 
 
CASUAL 
 
Carolina Smokehouse   www.carolinasmokehouse.com  828.743.3200 
The place for the best smoked and pulled bar-b-que in Cashiers. Open 7 days a week serving lunch and 
dinner from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.  Some folks swear by it! 
 
Cornucopia    www.cornucopianc.com   828.743.3750 
Cashiers’ unique little restaurant in the town’s most historic setting.  An historic school house expands 
through covered decking and roofs to one of the most interesting outdoor dining experiences in the 
Southern Highlands.  This is their 30th Season in Cashiers valley and you will find them on Highway 107 
South from the main crossroads in the village.  A premier lunch experience and extremely nice for dinner. 
 
Mica’s Restaurant       828.743.5740 
Located east of Cashiers at 4001 Highway 64 East at Fairfield Sapphire Valley.  A Cashiers tradition 
offering fine casual dining and O’Connell’s Pub with a full liquor license including beer, wine & spirits along 
with a sports TV bar for those in need.  Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner. 
 
Rosie’s Café        828.743.0160 
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This is “the café” in Cashiers.  Good food, good people and good prices. Located in the Ingles Plaza on 
Highway 64 East of the intersection.  Rosie is a fabulous character with a fabulous café serving the best 
breakfast with daily lunch & dinner specials 7 days a week year round.  Homemade biscuits and pies. 
 
Café 107     www.cafe107south.com   828.743.1065 
A wonderful little café offering dine-in or carry-out lunch & dinner at 33 Village Walk Center on Highway 
107 South.  Try the turkey, brie and avocado wrap for lunch and the Thai waterfall beef for dinner. 
Creative and Distinctive.  Voted Best Lunch in Cashiers!  Open year round daily 11:00am -3:00pm, closed 
Sunday. 
 
 
GOURMENT TAKE-OUT & PICNIC 
 
Cashiers Farmers Market  www.cashiersfarmersmarket.com  828.743.4334 
Make sure you stop here for the best of the fresh veggies from the Cashiers Valley, homemade jellies and 
jams, along with fern baskets and ivy.  They also cater the best BBQ’s in the area!  A feast for the senses!  
A do not miss!  At the crossroads in Cashiers. 
 
 
 
GLENVILLE   28736 
 
Drive North 6 miles on Highway 107 from the intersection in Cashiers to this tiny village just to the East of 

the very large Thorpe Lake Reservoir (Lake Glenville to some). 
 
 
Happ’s Place        828.743.2266 
Great food & friendly service.  Aged Black Angus beef, fresh mountain trout, comfort food, fresh seafood, 
large selection of fresh vegetables, daily specials.  Open year round @ 1270 North Highway 107. 
 
 
 
CULLOWHEE   28723 
 
Drive north from Glenville on Highway 107 and you will arrive in Cullowhee, NC which is the home of 
Western North Carolina University and Southwestern Community College.  A small vibrant college town 
with the Tuckasegee River running right through the middle of it.  While you are there find Old Cullowhee 
Road for all of the best college eating joints. 
 
 
Blue Squirrel Café        828.293.7472 
3095 Old Cullowhee Road. 
 
Cullowhee Café         828.293.3334 
3050 Old Cullowhee Road 
 
G J’s Pizza & Subs       828.293.9699 
2830 Old Cullowhee Road 
 
Riverhouse Restaurant       828.293.5736 
2802 Old Cullowhee Road 
 
 
 
SYLVA   28779 
 
The town located just north of Cullowhee which is the county seat of Jackson County with an outstanding 
courthouse that commands center attention on Main Street.  Located between Cullowhee and Dillsboro, so 
close that all three really make one village or town. 
 
Lulu’s on Main    www.lulusonmain.com   828.586.8989 
Southern Living magazine says “Lulu’s is our favorite restaurant in the region”.  Excellent cuisine.  Open 
for lunch and dinner.  Located at 612 West Main Street. 
 
Nick & Nate’s    www.nickandnatespizza.com  828.586.3000 
The best hand tossed pizza and hand crafted beer in the entire area.  You will be very pleased!  38 The 
Villages Overlook (across from Harris Regional Hospital). 
 

 

http://www.cafe107south.com/
http://www.cashiersfarmersmarket.com/
http://www.lulusonmain.com/
http://www.nickandnatespizza.com/


 
DILLSBORO   28725 
 
Just two miles West of Sylvia on the Tuckasegee River is this little village of wonderful shops and artist 
studio’s.  Dillsboro is also home station to the Great Smoky Mountains Railway. 
  
Dillsboro Smokehouse    www.dillsborobarbeque.com  828.586.9556 
National Geographic Traveler Magazine says “Third Best BBQ in the US”.  Lunch and Dinner 11am to close 
every day of the week.  Beer and wine.   403 Haywood Road. 
 
Gourmet Dinner Trains   www.gsmr.com    800.872.4681 
Every Saturday evening, all year round at 7:30 pm, the Great Smoky Mountains Railroads Gourmet Dinner 
Train pulls out of the station in Bryson City.  First class seating.  Four course gourmet meal with cocktails 
and wine available.  $59.00 per person plus tax & gratuity.  Romantic and fun. 
 
Jarrett House    www.jarretthouse.com   828.586.0265 
An historic institution in Dillsboro.  Folks actually line up out front waiting for the doors to open for lunch 
and dinner.   Family style fare with a menu that has never changed.  Look for the folks waiting to get in at 
100 Haywood Road for a meal that you will not forget. 
 
 
FRANKLIN   28734 
 

Best known for its gem mines, its quilts & crafts, its history & heritage and for the natural beauty of the 
surrounding mountains.  One of the oldest towns in Western North Carolina sitting in a valley surrounded 
by high mountain peaks.  Sweet little Main Street lined with rock and gem museums along with shops and 
restaurants.  One of the few commercial centers in Western North Carolina. 

 
Caffe’ Rel        828.369.9446 
“It’s about the food!”  Franklin’s Neighborhood Caffe’ open Monday through Saturday.  From green shell 
New Zealand mussels to oven roasted duck.  Also drop by for cappuccino and homemade chocolate cake.  
Located on the corner of Depot Street and 459 E. Main Street. 
 
The Hidden Gem   www.hiddengemcafe.com   828.369.0575  
An American Grille.  Fine casual dining for lunch and dinner year around at 15 Courthouse Plaza behind 
The Courthouse in downtown Franklin.  AAA Three Diamond Award every year since 2003. 
 
Lucio’s Restaurant    www.luciosnc.com   828.369.6670 
A family owned and operated Italian restaurant with Chef Lucio offering nightly specials and famous Italian 
standards using the freshest of ingredients.  313 Highlands Road. 
 
Great Smokey Mountain Fish Camp & Safaris www.fishcamp.biz  828.369.5295 
If you are touring or gem mining in the Cowee Valley north of Franklin stop by and have the gourmet 
market at Great Smokey Mountain Fish Camp & Safaris make some sandwiches for you.  Eat them there 
overlooking the Tennessee River or rent a canoe or raft and request that your lunch and car be waiting for 
you a ways down the river at a beautiful gazebo on the bank.  These folks have the best fishing guides in 
Western North Carolina.  Call ahead and schedule a ½ or full day of fishing, canoeing and absolutely 
wonderful gourmet food!  Go Highway 28 North and just before the Little Tennessee River turn left on 
Bennett Road.  Entrance is 50 yards on the right bordering the river.  136 Bennett Road. 
 
House of Luck        828-369-8188 
A very special Chinese Restaurant using the freshest of ingredients owned by Vivian and William Ho.  
Franklin is extremely fortunate to have this very special restaurant.  Lunch & Dinner.  A definite must try if 
you love Chinese cuisine!  Fronts Highway 441 N. in the Whistle Stop Mall at 1281 Georgia Road.  
 
Sunset Restaurant       828.524.4842 
Franklin’s best “meat & three” for lunch and dinner.  Located at 498 Harrison Avenue (Highway 28 North) 
just north of downtown Franklin. 
 
 
The Gazebo Café   www.gazebocreeksidecafe.com  828.524.8783 
This is the “best sandwich place” in Franklin hands down.  Just off the Georgia Road to the right at 44 
Heritage Hollow just before the heart of town.  A little hard to find but worth the effort.  To-go or enjoy 
beautiful terraced outdoor seating on a beautiful creek in the middle of Franklin. 
 
Thai Paradise        828.349.0973 
Delicious Thai cuisine in Franklin. Located at 3078 on Highway 441 North.  Open 6 days a week for lunch 
11:00am-3:00pm and dinner 4:30-8:30pm.  Closed on Mondays.  Family owned and operated. 

 

http://www.dillsborobarbeque.com/
http://www.gsmr.com/
http://www.jarretthouse.com/
http://www.hiddengemcafe.com/
http://www.luciosnc.com/
http://www.fishcamp.biz/
http://www.gazebocreeksidecafe.com/


 
 
OTTO   28763 
 
A pass through community sitting in the beautiful valley that runs between Franklin, NC and Dillard, GA on 
Highway 441 (Georgia Road).  A very nice area of retired residents and second homers.  
 
Spring Ridge Creamery       828.369.2958 
Ice cream, butter, cheeses, milk (whole, butter and chocolate) and cream made on the premises and sold 
in their retail shop that fronts on Highway 441 at 11856 Georgia Road.  Fresh eggs from the farm.  The 
absolute best!  Stop for an ice cream cone and you will be glad you did! 
 
 
 
SCALY   28775   CLOSEST TO FIRE MOUNTAIN! 
 
The first community on the Highlands Plateau reached by a single road from Dillard, GA as it still is today.  
Highlands started in the late 1800’s after it was decided to extend the road from Scaly on to Highlands.  
This community offers seclusion surrounded by National Forest and large estate tracts at high elevations. 
 
Annie’s Cafe   www.scalymountain.com               828.526.1663 
The Downhill Grill restaurant is located upstairs overlooking the Scaly Mountain Outdoor Center. If you are 
looking for a cozy, rustic dining atmosphere, then this is the place!   Located in the heart of the Scaly 

Mountain community on Highway 106 (7420 Dillard Road). 
 
The Mountain Junction General Store     828.526.5214 
This historic location was the first gas station in our area.  Now a wonderful general store offering respite 
for any travelers needs.  Fun and popular place to stop!  You may hike from Fire Mountain and back for a 
great hike and lunch!  Located at the intersection of Highway 106 and 20 Old Mud Creek Road. 
 
Bella’s Junction Café       828-526-0803 
Open every day except Wednesday serving breakfast from 8 am until 11am.  Serving Lunch from 11am to 
3pm.  From mouthwatering waffles and scrumptious eggs Benedict to Bella’s pizza baked in a real old-
fashioned pizza oven.  They make everything they serve including salad dressings, marinades, breads, 
pastas, desserts and much more.  Hike down and back from Fire Mountain!  Located at the intersection of 
Highway 106 and 20 Old Mud Creek Road adjacent to The Mountain Junction General Store 
 
 
DILLARD   30537 
 
“The Home of Southern Country Cookin” in the most Northeastern section of Georgia.  Known for years as 
the best of family style dining for a “meat and three”.  The freshest of locally grown vegetables seasoned 
“like you would not believe” and all meats “fixed” in the best of Southern Style.  This is the cuisine we 
grew up on in the South with an Appalachian mountain flare. 
 
 
The Cupboard Café  www.dillardgeorgia.com/cupboard-cafe  706.746.5700 
There seems to be a consensus that this is the “best and freshest meat & three” with many additional 
contemporary items to select from also.  The locals go here.  Consistent with friendly service.  Excellent 
country breakfast served each morning. 
 
The Dillard House   www.dillardhouse.com   706.746.5348 
A Tradition in North East Georgia.  Traditional Southern favorites served family style daily.  A food 
landmark operated by the Dillard’s for four generations.  A trip to the mountains without a visit to the 
Dillard’s house?  Some traditions are not meant to be broken.  Turn at the large sign on Highway 441 in 
Dillard.  A huge operation.  You should experience this at least once! 
 
Valley Café & Catering   www.valleycafedillard.com  706.746.3321 
“Good Food for Good Folks”.  Open every day of the week for breakfast / lunch & dinner.  Hot Cakes, fresh 
made biscuits with gravy, country ham & eggs.  A different Blue Plate special each day if you want a real 
home-cooked meal.  Try their famous fried chicken livers for a real Southern fix.  Best Burger in North 
Georgia!  All deserts homemade on premises!  “Whether you live in our Valley, or just visiting… You’re 
FAMILY at the Valley Café”.  Bottled beer and on tap / wine.  This café just moved from a small location 
across the road to a bigger brand new free standing restaurant located @ 7099 Highway 441 North. 
   
Mountain Man BBQ & Pizza  www.mountain-bbq.com   706.746.5646 
Serving in-house smoked BBQ, burgers, sandwiches, beer and wine, and our only pizza delivery in the 
area. The first Monday of every month is Greek night serving authentic Greek cuisine. Saturday nights 

enjoy the best local bluegrass band.  Highway 441 north of Dillard just before the NC / GA state line. 

http://www.scalymountain.com/
http://www.dillardgeorgia.com/cupboard-cafe
http://www.dillardhouse.com/
http://www.valleycafedillard.com/
http://www.mountain-bbq.com/


 
La Cabana Dillard       706.746.0058 
Opened March 1, 2011 and one of five La Cabana Restaurants in the North Georgia mountains owned and 
managed by the Valadez Family which are always on the premises to ensure excellent food and service.  
La Cabana is an authentic Mexican family dining restaurant serving delicious authentic Mexican food.  
Authentic beers and fabulous margaritas.  Fresh homemade Mexican cuisine.  Open 7 days a week from 
11:00 a.m. until 10:00 p.m.  7052 Highway 441 North, Suite 104 next to Scooters & across from the 
Valley Café. 
 
Scooters         706.746.2010 
BBQ, steaks and sandwiches. Something for everyone! Nice children’s menu.  Try the famous fried pickles. 
7052 U.S. Highway 441 next to La Cabana Restaurant.  
 
 
 
RABUN GAP   30568 
 
Osage Farms   www.dillardgeorgia.com/osage-farms/  706.746.6952 
Not a restaurant but the Best “just picked” fresh vegetables in season.  Osage Farms is a very large family 
owned and operated farming business that specializes in fresh vegetables.  Their retail outlet is located 
right on Highway 441 between Rabun Gap and Mountain City.  The Season for “vegetables just out of the 
fields” really kicks in July 1st and goes through Halloween.   The best place to buy and carry home.  Open 
May 1st through Halloween.  It’s the best anywhere!  Amazing selection! 

 
Tomlins Little Red BBQ Shack @ Osage Farms www.tomlinbbq.com  706-982-1750 
Owners Stephen & Jane Tomlin have been winning awards at BBQ competitions throughout the southeast 
since 1997.  The absolute best pulled port, ribs, chicken, brisket and smoked turkey you’ve ever tasted.  
Open Friday, Saturday and Sunday only – May through October – 10:30 am – 4:30 pm rain or shine. 
 
 
CLAYTON   30525 
 
Clayton Café        706.782.5438 
The best “meat & three” in Clayton located at 50 North Main Street.  This café is an institution in Clayton.  
At times during the lunch hour you must cue up but the wait is definitely worth it.  Some of the best fried 
chicken in the Southern Appalachians and the Tilapia fish sandwich is to die for.  Definitely try one of the 
“just made and warm” homemade desserts of the day.  
 
Fortify                 www.fortifyclayton.com   706.782.0050 
Chef Jamie Allred selected in 2013 and 2014 for inclusion in Best Chefs America, is recognized by his 
peers as one of the most influential chefs in the nation. Using only local produce Chef Jamie creates an 
exceptional farm to table experience. Open for lunch and dinner. 69 N. Main Street, Clayton GA.  
 
Fromage    www.fromageclayton.com   706.782.2455 
Fine Gourmet Food to Go or Dine In.  Delicious Sandwiches, Soups, salads, dips and spreads.  “Eats, 
sweets and a place to rest your feets.”  Lunch served Tuesday – Saturday, 11am – 4pm and dinner the 
last Friday & Saturday of the months April – October. 31 Earl Street @ Savannah Street in downtown 
Clayton one block from Highway 441. 
 
Grapes & Beans    www.grapesandbeans.com  706-212-0020 
A quaint little restaurant, wine, beer and coffee shop.  Menu includes fresh soups, salads, entrees for 
vegetarians and meat-eaters alike and wholesome homemade treats.  Fantastic sandwiches!  Lunch only. 
42 East Savannah Street.  Turn off US-441 onto East Savannah Street. 
 
Mama G’s    www.loveisgoodfood.net   706.782.9565 
Some people say love is good food!  They mean it at Mama G’s!  Pizzas, pasta, subs and incredible salads.  
Homemade dough prepared fresh daily.  Also cal zones, buffalo style wings, shrimp scampi, fettuccini with 
100% real cheese.  Nice bar with beer & wine & mixed drinks.  Ice cold draft beer.  Open every day except 
Sunday from 11 a.m. until 10 or 11 p.m.  The best casual hangout in Clayton with great food.  Located on 
Highway 441 in a free standing building right under their huge billboard that you cannot miss. 
   
La Cabana Clayton   www.lacabanarestaurant.net  706.212.2837 
This is the Mexican Restaurant of choice in the Southern Highlands.  Owned and managed by the Valadez 
Family which are always on the premises to ensure excellent food and service.  La Cabana is an authentic 
Mexican family dining restaurant serving delicious authentic Mexican food.  Full-service bar, authentic 
beers and fabulous margaritas.  Fresh homemade Mexican cuisine.  Open 7 days a week from 11:00 a.m. 
until 10:00 p.m.  128 Duvall Street.  Behind Duvall Ford which is on Highway 441. 
 

 

http://www.dillardgeorgia.com/osage-farms/
http://www.tomlinbbq.com/
http://www.fortifyclayton.com/
http://www.bestchefsamerica.com/
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Zeppelin’s    www.zeppelinspastahouse.com  706.212.0101 
Great vibe!  Live music with dinner.  Food is excellent!  Great staff.  A baby boomers paradise.  Lunch, 
dinner & drinks.  Vintage Rock n’ Roll atmosphere.  Come for the food, stay for the music and return again 
and again because of the people.  From flatbread pizzas, to wonderful pastas, to great grilled entrees.  
Free range Bison burgers.  Located in the center of Clayton at 88 North Main Street. 
 
 
 
TIGER    30576 
 
Tiger Mountain Vineyards   www.tigerwine.com 706-782-4777  
Their Red Barn Café is open every Saturday and Sunday from May through November from 11:30 am to 4 
pm with entertainment and catered Gourmet Lunches!  The Red Barn Café is located in the middle of the 
Vineyard with beautiful views of the entire vineyard.  The Winery tasting room is open seven days a week 
May through November and on Friday, Saturday and Sunday December through April.  Their wines, mostly 
European vinifera, are found in every major city in Georgia and have won more than 150 awards.  
Definitely worth a trip to Tiger Mountain Vineyards which is located south of Clayton, GA in Tiger, GA at 
2592 Old Highway 441 South. 

http://www.zeppelinspastahouse.com/
http://www.tigerwine.com/

